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The weakest of a good lot are a surprisingly disappointing section on immunological mechanics and disorders by Dominique Frommel and R A Good, the rather pedestrian account of childhood diabetes by Helen Pond and an overtechnical chapter on assessment of respiratory function tests by A D Milner; but every contribution is worth reading on its own account and none is second-rate.
For the harrassed consultant in general paediatrics this book is a best buy and will go a long way to repair the gaps in his reading; for the perhaps more leisured academic it provides a fascinating glimpse of how other experts view their field of enquiry and how their subjects are developing. We are all in the debt of both editors and contributors, not to mention the publishers who have produced a book of convenient size which is easy to read and to find one's way about in, and perhaps a word of congratulation should be added to the Ounsted family for earning separate places in such distinguished company.
JOHN A DAVIS
The Arterial Anatomy of the Kidney The Basis of Surgical Technique by F T Graves MS FRCS pp xi + 101 illustrated £3-25 Bristol: John Wright 1971 This small book is the result of many years of painstaking work. In the first two-thirds are described the results of resin injections into the arteries and veins of normal, congenitally abnormal and diseased kidneys. The descriptions are amplified by some very well reproduced colour photographs of beautiful casts the author has prepared. He has demonstrated that aberrant or accessory arteries are in fact normal segmental arteries (of which there are five) with a precocious origin. He has also shown that, unlike the arteries, the intrarenal veins anastomose freely throughout the kidney. By his studies, Mr Graves confirms that there is no 'bloodless field' along Brodel's line.
The last third of his book is devoted to describing his technique of partial nephrectomy for calculous disease, and the use of renal hypothermia. The author describes how some fifteen years ago he first started to develop a method by which he could be afforded the luxury of ample time to undertake careful resection, heumostasis and the closure of the calicine system in a bloodless field. As a consequence the post-operative complications of renal surgery have been dramatically reduced. Mr Graves has used renal hypo-thermia in well over 50 cases in a variety of disordersstone disease, hydronephrosis, tuberculosis, &c. If he manages to persuade a few surgeons that local renal hypothermia is not a gimmick, but a most satisfactory way of improving the results and safety of renal surgery, then he should be well satisfied with the labour he has put into his investigations and the writing of this fine little book. The reviewer is always impressed by the excellence of this book, now in its third edition. The account is remarkably up-to-date and comprehensive, with extensive bibliographies, and presented with admirable clarity. Ample space is devoted to the techniques of and results from the newer competitive protein-binding and radioimmunoassays. Perhaps a larger proportion could be devoted to these newer techniques relative to older assays, but this might make the book less valuable to laboratory workers. Separate chapters are devoted to the various pituitary and placental hormones, to the different classes of adrenal and gonadal steroids and the catecholamines, and a short chapter to insulin assays. Human placental lactogen is given a new chapter in this edition, and the effects of clomiphene and oral contraceptives receive separate consideration. Discussion of the criteria of accuracy, precision, specificity, sensitivity and practicability is particularly helpful. The book is valuable and indeed essential for all workers in this field. DAVID This book sets out to discuss the common problems of liver disease, with an emphasis on physiological studies. It is intended to bridge the gap between the basic sciences and clinical medicine, and is particularly aimed at the medical student and general physician. Most of the commonly encountered acute and chronic liver diseases are covered, with much attention given to the clinical features of the patients. Methods of reaching an accurate diagnosis of liver disease are not discussed, and while references are made in passing to special techniques, the index does not mention them. No details of therapeutic regimes are given. The
